Clowns: Please, Oh Dear God, Leave Me Alone
There are few things in this world that serve no other purpose than to be a source of evil. This list would include the likes of Satan, global warming, Sarah Palin’s wardrobe and of course clowns. Yes, clowns. The overtly colorful “performers” have long been on the list of things that give humanity a bad name. Dating back to the days of the ancient Egyptians the evolution of the clown has been a disturbing one. What were once harmless jesters have evolved into the nightmarish creatures that have no place in a civilized world. The concept of clown, clowns, clowning and the like should be eradicated from this earth as a preventative means to protect the children of the future.
Coulrophobia is the fear of clowns. The prefix coulro- may have been derived from the Ancient Greek meaning “Stilt Walker”. Ironically, the concept of clowns was never present in the world of the Greeks. That is to say, that the ancient Greeks lived in a world that was still pure, untainted by the evil that is clown. Young children are especially susceptible to clown induced fear. Dr. Penny Curtis of the University of Sheffield conducted a study on the effect of clowns on children and found that “clowns are universally disliked by children. Some found them quite frightening and unknowable.” The purpose of clowning is technically to create spasms in ones’ diaphragm, to reduce the flow of oxygen, and to create uncontrollable high pitched squealing noises. This phenomenon is also referred to as laughter, however, today clowns seem only to induce tears in younglings. The complaints do not stop there. An article published in The Economist entitled Coulrophobia states “health activists are so afraid of the impact that a certain red-haired clown has on children that they want him to retire.” These complaints referenced the heinous creature known as “Ronald McDonald”. I applaud these activists for taking a step to resolving this critical issue. With additional awareness and support we can begin to weed clowns out of our society.
One might be afraid that the ostracizing of the clown may be detrimental to humanity; however this is not the case. When asked about the potential effects of clownocide Joel Barlow High School junior, Samantha Tomaszewski stated that “The absence of a clowning population will not hurt society. Clowns are useless. I’m not a fan. That doesn’t mean I’m scared of them. Wait, are you writing this down?”  In fact, the elimination of clowns will actually benefit approximately 15% of the population of the world’s population. Yes, approximately 45 million people suffer from Coulrophobia. This is a call to action.
In the spring of 1940 the world was exposed to a clown more terrifying than the majority of airborne pathogens, this is partially due to the fact that he created many of his own. Yes, I reference DC Comics’ Joker character; Batman’s nemesis and pop culture symbol of insanity and malice. Forty years later Stephen King brought forth another homicidal clown in his novel, It.  The list does not end there. Literally hundreds of horror movies incorporate evil clowns in an attempt to instill people with fear. This is what clowns have evolved into; homicidal symbols of fear and excessive makeup. I ask you, is it worth it to expose children to beings that have become so ambiguous in their motives?
Imagine, if you will, a small child. Now, contort their face into an expression of pure terror. You have successfully manifested the image of me at age five after having seen a clown for the first time. The fact of the matter is that the fear of clowns is not one that need make its way into the future. Together we can destroy the very concept of clowns, and perhaps finally allow this author the peace of mind necessary to sleep soundly. To the clowns of the world I beseech you, take your balloon animals, your bald caps, and creepy smiles and please, oh dear God, leave me alone.
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