Reading & Writing Litanies


Ecclesiastes 3:1-8

From The Holy Bible (King James Version)

Attributed to King Solomon

To everything there is a season, and a time to every purpose under heaven:

a time to be born and a time to die;

a time to plant and a time to uproot;

a time to kill and a time to heal;

a time to break down and a time to build up;

a time to weep and a time to laugh;

a time to mourn and a time to dance;

a time to scatter stones and a time to gather them;

a time to embrace and a time to refrain from embracing;

a time to get and a time to lose;

a time to keep and a time to cast away;

a time to rend and a time to sow;

a time to keep silence and a time to speak;

a time to love and a time to hate;

a time of war and a time of peace.

From Proverbs, 23:

Whose is the misery? whose the remorse? 

Whose are the quarrels and the anxiety? 

Who gets the bruises without knowing why? 

Whose eyes are bloodshot?

Those who linger late over their wine, 

those who are always trying some new spiced liquor. 

Do not gulp down the wine, the strong red wine, 

when the droplets form on the side of the cup 

in the end it will bite like a snake 

and sting like a cobra. 

Then your eyes see strange sights, 

your wits and your speech are confused 

you become like a man tossing out at sea, 

like one who clings to the top of the rigging…


The New English Bible

FEAR 

Fear of seeing a police car pull into the drive.

Fear of falling asleep at night.

Fear of not falling asleep.

Fear of the past rising up.

Fear of the present taking flight.

Fear of the telephone that rings in the dead of night.

Fear of electrical storms.

Fear of the cleaning woman who has a spot on her cheek!

Fear of dogs I've been told won't bite.

Fear of anxiety!

Fear of having to identify the body of a dead friend.

Fear of running out of money.

Fear of having too much, though people will not believe this.

Fear of psychological profiles.

Fear of being late and fear of arriving before anyone else.

Fear of my children's handwriting on envelopes.

Fear they'll die before I do, and I'll feel guilty.

Fear of having to live with my mother in her old age, and mine.

Fear of confusion

Fear this day will end on an unhappy note.

Fear of waking up to find you gone.

Fear of not loving and fear of not loving enough.

Fear that what I love will prove lethal to those I love.

Fear of death.

Fear of living too long.

Fear of death.

I've said that.


– Raymond Carver 


FROM A LIST OF DELUIONS OF THE INSANE


WHAT THEY ARE AFRAID OF

That they are starving.

That their blood has turned to water.

That they give off a bad smell.

Being poor.

That they are in hell.

That they are the tools of another power.

That they have stolen something.

That they have committed an unpardonable sin.

Being unfit to live.

That evil chemicals have entered the air.

Being ill with a mysterious disease.

That they will not recover.

That their children are burning.



– Ted Berrigan

Litany Assignment: read the two litanies on this page and make a list of the characteristics of a litany.  Read the two on the back and other characteristics.  Then write a litany poem of at least 14 lines.  Remember to borrow ideas from the models.  If you are stuck, begin with "I promise…" or "I remember…"  or "I don't care about…"








Homework:  "2/12: (#10) Choose one of your personal essay drafts or ideas and develop it for 20 minutes.











