CAN WE GO TO TACO BELL?

after Tom Wayman's “Did I Miss Anything?”

No.  This is an English class.  We will be reading,

writing, thinking, discussing literature, expanding

our inner horizons.  What does Taco Bell have to do with that?

Of course, I'm as sick of these four walls

as you are.  That rich spicy aroma, the change

of scenery, the odd characters that frequent The Bell

might be just what we need to energize our writing.

What?  Why do you keep asking that?  Are you just trying

to drive me insane?  We cannot go to Taco Bell.  We will never

go to Taco Bell.  Don't use the words Taco Bell ever again.

Tomorrow I will burn all the world's Taco Bells to the ground.

Wow!  Whoa!  That'd be cool.  I'm kind of hungry

Are you?  Is Taco Bell the place with the little dog?

Don't they, like, think outside the bun or something?

Can we go to Taco Bell?  Hmmm.  That's an interesting problem.

How can you raise money for the bus?  Can you write a justification 

for the principal?  How can we connect this to our learning?  Show me

how this will develop or demonstrate our ability to read, write and think.

Okay.  Okay.  Okay.  You win.  If I take you to Taco Bell 

will you promise to never ask again?  Will you just leave me alone,

stop asking for stuff ?  Just do the work so we can get through the day, 

week, the semester, the year, the ten years I have left to retirement?

No.  Taco Bell has closed.  They found chopped up dogs 

in the tacos.  The employees were all illegal aliens. 

The whole operation is a front for the distribution of heroin.

Osama Bin Laden means Taco Bell in Arabic.

Of course we can go to Taco Bell.  We can go anywhere

if we learn to imagine.  We can go into the world of Clockwork Orange
or The Lovely Bones.  We can create our own worlds in our writing.

This is how literature can sustain us.  If Taco Bell is that place for you,

go there.

Just hand a typed draft in by Thursday.


Jack Powers

*Question asked by Mr. Powers’ English class almost every day

