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Independent Reading Journal:
Learning to Notice (& Note) as You Read
Essentially, the theory behind this sort of guided reading is that if you begin thinking more in terms of the categories outlined below, you’re bound to engage in more critical reading on your own.  It begins with frequent noticing. So the below are meant to “trigger” your “noticing” and your observations…
	TRIGGER
	KEY

	again & again. This is an easy one. You’re looking for motifs, patterns… anything that’s reoccurring, really. What words or phrases are you noticing the author use over and over again? Images? Even similar or repeating plot lines would work well here. Keep track of them. 

(FYI: As this “trigger” requires repetition, it might take a while – a few pages or chapters – before you notice the pattern. Understandable. But be watching for hints. It’s usually the important stuff that’s repeated, after all.)
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	surprise! Exactly what it says. What surprises you as you read? NOT PLOT SURPRISES though.  Instead, think about this more in terms of contradictions – something that defies your expectations. For example, when does a character say or do something out of character? When does the author use a word or image or detail (etc…) that seems like it doesn’t quite “fit” – either in the scene, or stylistically? Look for broken patterns, contradictions in setting and so on.
	!

	hmmm… Basically, this one’s about tough questions, questions a character seems to be struggling with. Perhaps the/a character articulates the question straight up (ie. “I wonder…?” or “Why does…?” or “Am I brave enough to…?”), OR perhaps the question is implied in the way he acts or speaks.  Collect the questions the character seems to struggle with.
	?

	mind the gap. Think about this one as a way to acknowledge confusion. The “gap” is when you feel like you missed something… A gap in information, detail, story line and so on. When you’re feeling like you don’t know what’s going on, or when you “just don’t get it,” note it.
	


	aha! (Or, the light bulb moment.) Make note of anytime the light bulb goes off – for a character: maybe it is something he finally figured out or realized, for better or for worse.   Typically, these aha! moments will go hand in hand with some kind of change.  Note any “I get it” moment.  
	

	phone a friend…  look for times one character gives or seeks advice from another.  Sometimes, the advice is stated forthright, other times, it may be implied.   And it is not always asked for.  It can be a lesson from an elder or just someone relatively elder.
	· 

	memory lane. What memories come to mind as you read — of people, places, events, sights, smells, or even of something more ambiguous… perhaps feelings or attitudes? What connections can you make? (Meaning, does anything you read remind you of another text? Background information or historical context we’ve explored?) Keep track of both these memories and connections. Or when does the character go down memory lane?
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	last lines. Authors hate to waste all that white space at the end of a chapter so they try to leave you something to think about.  Or they want you to feel you have to turn the page and read the next chapter.  You also may find these in mid-chapter after an extra return or in a single sentence paragraph that begins with "And…But…Or…"
	· 

	
	


Here’s what you do:

1. For each chunk of reading, write down at least three notice-ings; For each notice-ing include the following:   

          
A) a label (ie, again&again, aha!) 


B) page number

C) a 1 sentence explanation of your notice-ing

D) a direct quotation, when possible and appropriate 
2. Then, choose at least one of your notes to explore: Why is it important that I’ve noticed this? What insight does this offer? What questions do I have about the reading as a result? About one paragraph each.
Triggers inspired by Bob Probst & Kylene Beers: NCTE Conference 2011 & A worksheet by CHuminski
