Book Groups Unit
English

Unit Assignment:  Over the next two weeks each of you will read a book* with a book group.  The class format and expectations will be similar to A Clockwork Orange unit except we will be in groups reading different books.  The unit will culminate with an essay explaining what you think is a major point of your book or a letter recommending the book be added to the JBHS curriculum.  Information about the reading groups, class and homework expectations, book talks, reading goals and assessment are listed below.

* Due to the potential differences in lengths and difficulty of the different books chosen, a group reading a shorter or more straightforward book may read two books or a book and some related short stories or other related readings.
Reading Groups: We will generate a list of books to choose to read in reading groups.  Each student will share their top and/or most passionate choices in Book Talks described below.  I will ask you to list your top three preferences in order and I will use that to put together reading groups of 3 or 4 people.  Unless there is a unanimous number one choice, the class will not read the same book.  A book must have at least three willing readers to be selected.
You will meet in the book groups below to discuss the readings.  Students will be expected to read approximately 12-15 pages per night (depending on the length and difficulty of the book), keep a journal of Notice and Note Lessons and highlighted text, respond to writing in-class prompts and participate in the groups by sharing quotes, observations, predictions, connections, theories, etc.   Journals/Texts will be collected approximately every two weeks.

Book Talks: Through book talks, introduce the students to the books they may choose for their 
reading groups.   Books talks can range from reading a review of the book or the blurb on the back of the book to a more elaborate presentation, which includes an excerpt of the text.  Your book talk may include the following: 
· Reading the first few pages of the book and inviting the class to make predictions about the story or comparing the story with other books students have read 
· Reading aloud a description of the main character and discussing what students think this character will be like 
· Showing the cover art and title and inviting the class to predict the book’s theme 
· Relating the settings and inviting the class members who have visited that area to share information about the area
Developing Reading Skills: The major goal of the unit is for you to develop your reading skills in order to become more active, sophisticated readers and to learn to read more difficult, sophisticated texts.  At the beginning of the unit you will set three reading goals for yourself.  At the end of the unit you will assess your progress toward these three goals
Assessment: Grades will be based on the book talks, daily homework preparation, participation in the groups, participation in full class discussions, journal/text collections and the letter of recommendation.  (The expectations and grading criteria will be similar to A Clockwork Orange unit.) 

OPTION B: Letter of Recommendation Assignment:  Write a 1 ½ to 2 page letter recommending your book be added somewhere (be specific) to the Joel Barlow curriculum.  OR write a 1 ½ to 2-page letter recommending or not recommending your book to a specific individual (friend, relative, etc).  The letter needs to have a clear sense of the audience, take a position and support it with convincing reasons, quotes and examples from the book, anticipate possible objections and give the reader a sense of the book – enough to get them excited to read it without giving too much away.  Due Date: Friday, May 6. 

OPTION A: Point of the Book Essay Assignment: Write a 1 ½ to 2 page essay stating a major point of your book with quotes and examples that support your point.  An example paper will be provided to clarify focus correction areas, essay form and other criteria.  (The beginning of the example paper appears below.)  This more sophisticated and ambitious response to the book will be rewarded with 20% more credit than the Letter of Recommendation. Due: Friday, May 6. 

Clear Thesis including Title & Author
Jack Powers

Six-to-Ten Quotes/Examples from Text
May 2, 2011

Examples Linked to Thesis

Carefully Edited


Finding a Rule for the Bone
The rule in Russell Bank's Rule of the Bone is a rule for living a good life and the main character Bone only finds it at the end of the book
.  Bone, or Chappie as he's called in the beginning, is a fourteen-year-old on his own with ineffective parents, irresponsible friends and no one to help him learn the right way to live.  "There was a lot about right and wrong that my parents hadn't taught me," he tells the reader, "and now due to my situation I was having to work out most of it myself" (68-69).  He looks at all the people he knows for guidance, but concludes:

Everybody, Russ and the bikers, Black Bart and Rudy LaGrange and probably Wanda too and that creep Buster Brown at the mall who tried 
to get me to act in his porn movie and my stepfather and maybe even my mom, everybody but me seemed to think the difference between right and wrong was obvious.  For them I guess what was right was what you could get away with and what was wrong was what you couldn't, but it made me feel stupid that I didn't know too.  (68-69)

�Type in the heading with Focus Correction Areas.


�Provide a clear thesis and mention the title and author.


�These quotes support the sentence before them and show that Bone did not have a clear sense of right and wrong at the beginning of the novel.


�If your quote is longer than four lines, take it out of the text, indent it ½ inch and put the period before the page numbers.





