The Inevitability of File Sharing

File Sharing cannot be stopped.  Members of the music industry, it's time to quit fighting a battle that you cannot win.  Making it illegal is impossible.  Too many people know how to get around the anti-file sharing programs and your new file encryptions.  Commercial downloads can be stopped one at a time but that's too expensive.  Now you, the members of the music industry, are threatening to drop viruses on your so-called illegal downloads?  It's time to stop fighting and adapt; let this new technology work for you.  

Most music fans are still buying the CD’s.  They download for fun or to listen to new music and groups, but if they like what they hear they buy the CD. Typically they will see the music video and enjoy the song.  Then they will download that song and maybe download another song and then if they really like it, they'll buy the CD.  Most people will spend $16.99 for a great CD, but not for one song. They need to know there's other good songs on the CD, so downloading can actually increase CD sales! According to the Facts on File article "Music and the Internet," "Most people who use peer-to-peer programs are music fans who buy at least as much music as they trade over the Internet." 
Here's how it works for me: one day I was watching MTV and the band Abandoned Pools came on with their first music video, at least it was new to me.  I really liked this song called "The Remedy." I would not buy the CD for that one song, but I downloaded two of their other songs and they turned out to be great: lyrically and instrumentally awesome.  Then came the trip to the nearest CD store.  And boom!  More money to you.

File sharing may be new, but you will soon see the legitimate uses of file sharing. "After all'" the same Facts on File article argues, "videocassette recorders have not been banned, even though they can be used to make unauthorized copies of movies."  The music industry is afraid of new technology just as you once feared the introduction of cassette recorders and the film industry once feared the introduction of video recorders.  New technology can be frightening, but change is inevitable and can be often beneficial.
Instead of fighting downloads, you need to accept them as a great way to publicize your music.  Many artists have discovered that this is the best way to expose their music to new fans.  Folk singer Janis Ian, in a recent article on the USA Today Website, said:
At a time when radio playlists are tighter and any kind of exposure is hard to come by, 365,000 copies of my work now will be heard. Even if only 3% of those people come to concerts or buy my CDs, I've gained about 10,000 new fans this year.  That's how artists become successful: exposure. Without exposure, no one comes to shows, and no one buys CDs.   

People who enjoy music like I do will do the same thing.  Of course, now that most of us have the capability of burning audio CD's, we're going to take advantage of that.  But there is nothing wrong with that.  I burn music CD's and I buy the artists' actual CD's.  For any person that has a favorite band or musician, there will be another CD sold.  We support our favorite musicians by going to their concerts and purchasing their merchandise.

So what exactly are you trying to accomplish?  Completely getting rid of all the downloads is impossible.  It's a waste of your time and money.  Why spend millions of dollars to hunt these "criminals" down? These people are your future customers! This incredible use of technology is at your fingertips.  You're going to realize twenty years from now that there is not only nothing wrong with file sharing, but it is also a great and cheap way to publicize music.
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