Suggestions from Midterm Exam

Suggestions for Class

· More creative little assignments (journals?)
· Peer editing for other writing

· More in-class time on computers to write

· Read more successful and unsuccessful college essays

· More writing days with Mr. Powers circulating to offer assistance.

· Review goals more frequently, especially if the student realizes they are taking no steps towards achieving their goals

· Have us focus on the goals more when revising

· Spend more time choosing and identifying goals

· Don’t rush essays as much
· Limit the journal assignments to be shorter or less frequent
· Spend a class period focusing on how we could find a reliable source for research websites.
· More days in the computer room
· Less grading on journals, more grading on classwork

Suggestions for Writing Feedback

· Share the reason for the comment
· Require everyone to confer with Ms. Mason in the Writing Center
· Focus first on requested areas for help, then what works and then what could be improved
· Provide a structured template for feedback groups
· Instruct the editor to focus on the content more than the mechanical errors

· Give more feedback on the drafts then on the final copies

· Give more feedback about the big parts of the essay like the intro or conclusion
· Make the peer edits anonymous so the editor won’t hold back 
· Tell students to just mark anything that is clunky or does not make sense

· Show examples of sentences that are too abstract. Share what not to do as well as what to do
· Reviewed with the Self-Evaluation
· Put your name on shared papers and shared folders.  Share so I can edit
· Be methodical & hit all the points:  On an assignment this structured make sure you use the terms from the Scoring Guidelines ("volunteer", "help others", "significant progress", etc.).  Words like "pretty good" and "okay" don't mean anything unless you put those terms in some context.  (You could spell out your levels: "I will use the terms Zowie, Cool, Okay & Bummer to assess my progress.")  Don't rely on the reader to figure out what you mean.  To earn the points you must cite a "least favorite or least useful" part of the website, make a suggestion for improvement and state clearly how many pieces are attached to demonstrate your goals progress.

· Give specific examples:  It's too easy to sound like you're lying in this type of assessment.  Counter this with as many specific examples as you can provide.  Instead of writing, "I always helped others by giving good advice," write, "I helped Ted find a title for his trade school essay."  Mention specific pieces for each goal and point to specific examples in the text or creation of those pieces.    Don't say most or a lot: say 90% or 32.

· Just assess, don't explain:  Don't begin with an introduction explaining why class participation in general is important; just assess your own class participation.  Don't introduce or explain your goals, just assess them. Be concise; more is not better.
· Use the models and follow the format:  For clarity, state and evaluate each goal separately.  State whether you have five pieces (or four or three) that demonstrate your progress and attach them to the back of the evaluation.  Give yourself a grade at the conclusion of each section.  Remember your Overall Grade is 50% Progress Toward Goals, 25% Journal and 25% Class participation.

· Attach an example for each of the five goals:  That's five total.  And state how many examples you have attached.
· Meet the deadlines:  Write the pieces when assigned as journal entries.  The Self-Evaluations completed early are almost always twenty points or more better than those handed in late.  This works even for students giving themselves a lower grade in the course.  The final will have a five point per calendar day penalty for lateness.
· Writing Good Goals: Make your goals more specific to make them easier to achieve and assess.  Feel free to change your goals when you think of better ones.  (For better-transition goals try using the same key word in the last sentence of one paragraph and the first sentence of the next.  For better-vocabulary goals try Word-of-the-Day (Week?) websites to find good words and use the words in your journal and conversations.)  And make sure they are writing goals.
· Spellcheck all typed assignments:  Be careful not to choose defiantly from the spellcheck list when you mean definitely.  (I have defiantly improved.)  Also 1.5 space.  But don't be a slave to spellcheck.  (For instance Word's dictionary thinks "spellcheck is misspelled.)

· Assess each goal in a separate paragraph:  Following the goal with the assessment (significant, satisfactory, fair or very poor) seems to help you remember to assess.

