Primitive Wilderness Living & Survival Skills Found Poems

A found poem* is a poem using words from another source: an advertisement, a newspaper article, a president's speech.  Read the found poem examples and select one or more of the following strategies:
· Find interesting descriptions from National Geographic, take them out of context and put them into a poem.

· Find an interesting or descriptive newspaper article.  Choose fragments from the text and arrange them into a poem.

· Take twenty words from the thesaurus for fish or some other word and write a poem with them.

· Pick 20 words from the magnetic poetry box and make a poem from them.

· Write a poem that is made up of sounds from another place or source.  Write a poem using 20 words from a cereal box or from Emily Dickinson or from Moby Dick.
Examples of found poems can be seen in the work of Blaise Cendrars, David Antin, and Charles Reznikoff. In his book Testimony, Reznikoff created poetry from law reports, such as this excerpt:

Amelia was just fourteen and out of the orphan asylum; at her


first job--in the bindery, and yes sir, yes ma'am, oh, so


anxious to please.

She stood at the table, her blond hair hanging about her


shoulders, "knocking up" for Mary and Sadie, the stitchers

("knocking up" is counting books and stacking them in piles to


be taken away).

Bruce Lansky wrote the following poems from road signs.  He suggests: "if you go for a ride in your car, you might find some road signs that you can rearrange to tell a little story. Here are two I found on a recent trip."

Where's the Hospital Zone When You Need It?

Men Working

Slow

Weak Shoulders

 
Bruce Lansky


Don't Stop At This Restaurant

Next Exit

Taco Bell

Food

Gas

Bruce Lansky
From http://www.poets.org/viewmedia.php/prmMID/5780

The Story of White Man Leading Viet Cong Patrol

-AP Dispatch, Des Moines Register, August 4, 1968

The slain enemy resembled

an American Marine

who was 18 years old

when he disappeared.

The violent episode

was one of the strangest

in this strange war.

For a moment

the two young men--

the American Marine

and the white man

in the uniform of the enemy--

stared at each other.

"He had an AK 47

automatic rifle

but he just looked at me."

Gordon fired

after a moment's hesitation.

Several of the Marines suspect

that the unknown white man

whom they call "the Caucasian"

could have shot first

but deliberately held fire.

At the debriefing

everyone was afraid

to say what they had seen.


Eric Torgersen

The Poems of Donald Rumsfeld: The poems that follow are the exact words of the defense secretary, as taken from the official transcripts on the Defense Department Web site.  They were composed into poems by Hart Seely in Pieces of Intelligence.

The Unknown

As we know,

There are known knowns.

There are things we know we know.

We also know

There are known unknowns.

That is to say

We know there are some things

We do not know.

But there are also unknown unknowns,

The ones we don't know

We don't know.

—Feb. 12, 2002, DoD news briefing

Glass Box

You know, it's the old glass box at the—

At the gas station,

Where you're using those little things

Trying to pick up the prize,

And you can't find it.

It's—

And it's all these arms are going down in there,

And so you keep dropping it

And picking it up again and moving it,

But—

Some of you are probably too young to remember those—

Those glass boxes,

But—

But they used to have them

At all the gas stations

When I was a kid.

—Dec. 6, 2001, DofD news briefing

DDirections: Read the found poems below and write a found poem using text from Primitive Wilderness Living & Survival Skills. The text could be one full chunk revised to fit the context of a poem or small bits of text found throughout the book. Alternative assignment A: A Found Story: Select text from PWL&SS and create a story adding your own words to make it cohere.  Alternative assignment B: Write a found poem from another source (For example: A dictionary or the National Geographics in the bookshelf or an appropriate online source).











� http://www.americanpoems.com/poets/Eric-Torgersen/5605





� from http://www.slate.com/id/2081042/





