Reading Postcards
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Directions:  Write a postcard from an interesting place in your book to a future reader or your future self or someone who's already read the book or even from one character to another.  Tell them about something important going on in the book, how the weather is, why you wish he or she was there, what's interesting or confusing about the book, what you think will happen next or anything else about your trip into the world of your book.
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Dear Fellow Readers





I'm reading" Thirteen Reason's Why" and I like the structure of the book – it alternates between playing the tapes of Hannah explaining how each little cruelty contributed to her decision to commit suicide and Clay's thoughts and actions reacting to her words. And I like the narrator, Clay, and even Hannah in a way, but she's so cruel and vindictive, I lose sympathy for her.





My biggest objection is the whole book's premise – that suicide is a measured decision. Hannah carefully articulates and evaluates each incident, and hatches this plan to record it, map it and share it with the perpetrators. It's like a math equation. This slight plus this cruelty plus this traumatic event equals my decision to commit suicide. 





From my experience, that's not how it works. Unless you’re a religious extremist promised 29 virgins for your sacrifice, suicide is not a rational decision. (And if you notice, the religious extremists want to take a bunch of pagans out with them – or is this guilt-trip tape her version of taking the innocent with her?)





Suicide is an emotional decision. There may be planning involved, but it's desperate act. Hannah's too rational.





Everything's here. Wish you were beautiful!  Yours, Mr. P
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