Reviewed with the Feature Article
Should We Create a Class Newspaper to Share These Feature Articles? Yes? Any volunteers to help?
Who is Your Audience?  Many of these have an audience of your family or friends, but could have a larger audience if you provided more and different information and took yourself out of it.  When you leave yourself in the paper or included the questions, 90% of the time it sounds like a class assignment rather than a professional feature article. Name and describe your moms or dads and share them with the world! 
Good Job Spreading the Description Throughout the Story: You gave the reader something to see.

Capitalize Subtitles:  Put the title in bold, not the subtitle and capitalize the first and major words in each.

Don't substitute "Sigh" or "Laugh" for "Said":  You can't sigh or laugh or shiver a sentence.  It's generally best to keep the attributions simple.

Only Use Commas for Action or Description Within a Sentence of Dialogue: Otherwise use periods.


Within the sentence: "After I feed the chickens," he said while scratching the hairs poking through his t-shirt, "I milk the cows."


Separate Sentences: "After I feed the chickens, I milk the cows." He scratched the hairs poking through his t-shirt.

Hyphens join: Use hyphens to join multi-word adjectives (the seventy-eight-year-old Easton resident).
Dashes Separate: Use them to set off parenthetical expressions – explanatory comments or side remarks – that make an abrupt interruption in the thought or structure of a sentence.  Ellipses on the other hand represent a trailing off or missing words. Usage books warn not to overuse ellipses or dashes.
Mixing in Action and/or Description into the Attributions:  To avoid some of the repetitions of "he said" over and over, you can mix in actions or descriptions next to the quote instead.  A sentence or two of physical description can go a long way to make the speaker and scene more vivid to the reader.  Be careful not to overuse this technique.  And remember that once you set the rhythm of who is speaking (and change paragraphs when you change speakers) often the dialogue alone can carry the scene.  When you feel like adding ellipses to show a pause, use a description or action instead.

Potentially Repetitious 


"What's that?" she asked.

"Those are the artist's names," I said.

"What's that?" she asked.

"That one says EMIT," I said

"What's that?" she asked.

"I don't know," I said.  "It's a design, I guess."


More varied and vivid 


"What's that?" my three-year-old daughter asked, pointing to the wall.

"It's graffiti," I said.  "Those are the artist's names."

"What's that?" Erin asked again.

"That one says EMIT."

"What's that?" she asked, smiling now as she gained momentum.

"I don't know," I said, cocking my head to figure it out.  "It's a design I guess."

Use Your Feature Articles as a Portfolio Piece? I've line-edited these in case you want to revise them and use them in your portfolios. They are usually good Writers' Choices in a 4 portfolio, but rarely earn 5s.

These are the rules of Mr. Peha’s Stunningly Simple Sentence Structure System: 
(1) Sentences are made of parts. (2) Those can parts have names. (3) We can describe the structure of a sentence by describing the number and types of parts it contains, and the order in which those parts occur. 

Take a look at this sentence: “On a bitter cold winter morning, Malcolm Maxwell, a young man of simple means but good intentions, left the quiet country town in which he’d been raised, and set off on the bold errand he’d been preparing for all his life.” 

You can see that it is made up of several different parts. There are four kinds of sentence parts to watch for:

1) Main Parts. These parts usually contain the main action of the sentence: “Malcolm Maxwell,… left the quiet country town in which he’d been raised,….”

(2) Lead-In Parts. These parts lead into other parts, often main parts: “On a bitter cold winter morning,…”

(3) In-Between Parts. As the name implies, these parts go in between other parts. They feel like a slight interruption: “…a young man of simple means but good intentions,…”

(4) Add-On Parts. These are extra parts that convey additional information about any of the other parts and are usually used to make things more specific: “…and set off on the bold errand he’d been preparing for all his life.” 

We could describe the structure of this sentence like this: 

	Part 1
	On a bitter cold winter morning,
	Lead-In

	Part 2
	Malcolm Maxwell,
	Main

	Part 3
	a young man of simple means but good intentions,
	In-Between

	Part 4
	left the quiet country town in which he’d been raised,
	Main

	Part 5
	and set off on the bold errand he’d been preparing for all his life.
	Add-On


Or, more efficiently: Lead-In, Main, In-Between, Main, Add-On.  

To help the reader see this structure, separate these parts with commas.
"Looking for Quality in Student Writing: Learning to See the Things Kids Can Do So We Can Teach Them to Do the Things They Can't" by Steve Peha at http://www.ttms.org/writing_quality/sentence_fluency.htm











TThe Guidelines of Commas:  Remember LIES:


L: Lists.  The comma before the final item in a series is optional.


I: Introductions. Place a comma before elements that precede the subject.


E: Extra Information.  Divide extra (non essential) information of all kinds with a comma on each side.


S: Side-by-Side Sentences. Separate independent clauses (sentences) with a comma and a conjunction.


(Also, observe the comma rules that apply to quotations and in conventions such as letters or addresses.)











