Reviewed with Journal #1

· Only out-of-class entries are counted in the journal grade.  Only substantial revisions or additions to in-class assignments will count and they must be clearly designated.

· Number and date every entry.

· I'm looking at length and engagement as much as extra entries.

· Clearly designate the classmate comments.  You may also have a friend or relative comment who can be both critical and supportive.  Ask your commenter to not line edit. (Save a good editor for the final drafts.) Remember that recording a visit to Mrs. Spies counts as both an extra entry and as comments.

· Extra entries that show time and care are more valuable than ones that were written quickly the night before the journal is due.  Look for opportunities to make substantial changes or additions to pieces started in class, do some substantial work on one of your goals, substantially revise a returned paper or previous draft or start a new draft.  

· The descriptions assignment is a great extra entry option if you're looking for one.  It's good exercise to develop your ability to just observe.  Thoughts, actions, metaphor etc are all great, but I'm deliberately tying one hand behind your back in this exercise.  We tend to overwrite or over explain rather than provide the sensory details that can make the reader see and, more importantly, realize rather than be told.  (You can start to leave out the "I see …" or "I saw …" as you get the hang of it.)

· More is the way to improve journal grades: more engagement, more length, more entries.  I will wipe out this journal grade if the grade for journal collection #2 is higher.  Otherwise all the journal grades are averaged.
