Position Paper Rubric
6 - A position paper that is Exceptional presents a clear and convincing argument for resolving a controversial issue and anticipates opposing views.  A strong personal connection, voice and/or powerful personal story make the reader care.  The analysis of the problem and solution offered are insightful and the reader is persuaded to act as the essay suggests.  The introduction and title grab the reader’s attention, the vivid, accurate and persuasive supporting details maintain the reader’s attention and the conclusion makes the reader think or act.   Extensive Cited references show thorough research and vividly illustrate or seal the argument. The overall organization, paragraphs, sentences, word choice and mechanics enhance the meaning.  

5 - A position paper that is Commendable presents a clear argument for resolving a controversial issue.  A personal connection or personal story help the reader to care about the issue.  The analysis of the problem and solution offered are insightful and the reader is persuaded to act.  The introduction and title grab the reader’s attention, the  accurate supporting details maintain the reader’s attention and the conclusion makes the reader think.  Cited references show thoughtful research and contribute to the persuasiveness of the argument. The overall organization, paragraphs, sentences, word choice and mechanics are coherent with few errors.  
4 - A position paper that is Effective but Flawed presents a fairly clear argument for resolving an important issue.  A personal connection or personal story that helps the reader to care about the issue.  The analysis of the problem and solution offered contain some insight and the reader is persuaded to think.  The introduction/title clarify the focus and get the reader’s attention, the supporting details are pertinent and the conclusion is clear and maintains the focus.  A few cited references show effective research and support for the argument.  Errors in the overall organization, paragraphs, sentences, word choice and mechanics do not interfere with meaning.
3 - A position paper that is Approaches Effective presents a fairly clear argument for addressing an important issue.  A personal connection or story may be presented but it is not tightly linked to the issue.  The analysis of the problem contains little insight but the reader is persuaded to think.  Too many solutions are offered or they are unworkable or go overboard.  The introduction or title tell the reader the focus, but may be wordy or unclear, some of the supporting details are pertinent and the conclusion is unclear, wordy or loses focus.  A few uncited references show attempt at research but confuse the reader or argument. Errors in the overall organization, paragraphs, sentences, word choice and mechanics distract from the meaning.

2 - A position paper that is Not Effective presents no clear argument or addresses an unimportant issue.  There is no personal connection or personal story that might make a reader care about the issue.  The analysis of the problem and solution offered contain no insight and the reader is insulted or not persuaded to think or act.  The introduction or title does not tell the reader the focus, supporting details are missing or unclear and the conclusion is confusing.  Questionalble research confuse or lose the reader.  Errors in the overall organization, paragraphs, sentences, word choice and mechanics interfere with the meaning. 

1 - A position paper in which the Errors Block Meaning is unclear, undeveloped, disorganized, confusing, lacks support and riddled with errors.
