Personal Essay Rubric
6 - A personal essay that is Exceptional presents an engaging and vivid story or stories linked by an insightful idea.  The story acts as a metaphor or analogy for a larger issue or the author uses the story to reflect on an important question about human nature.  The introduction and title grab the reader’s attention, the vivid details maintain the reader’s attention and the conclusion contains a surprising or novel analysis that makes the reader rethink his or her assumptions.  The overall organization, paragraphs, sentences, word choice and mechanics enhance the meaning.  

5 - A personal essay that is Commendable presents an engaging story or stories linked by a distinctive idea.  The author uses the story to reflect on an important question about human nature.  The introduction and/or title pull in the reader’s attention, the details maintain the reader’s attention and the conclusion makes the reader reflect on his or her own experiences.  The overall organization, paragraphs, sentences, word choice and mechanics are coherent with few errors.  
4 - A personal essay that is Effective presents a complete and intelligible story or stories linked by an idea.  The author uses the story to reflect on an important question or experience in his or her own life.   The introduction and/or title get the reader’s attention, the supporting details are pertinent and the conclusion is satisfying, wrapping up what is learned by the writer.  Errors in the overall organization, paragraphs, sentences, word choice and mechanics do not interfere with the meaning.
3 - A personal essay that Approaches Effective presents an intelligible story or stories that may be missing some information.  The stories lack a clear linking idea.  The author attempts to or does not use the story to reflect on an important question about his or her own life.   The introduction or title establish the focus, the supporting details are undeveloped or are numerous but not always pertinent and the conclusion attempts to wrap up what is learned by the writer.  Errors in the overall organization, paragraphs, sentences, word choice and mechanics distract from the meaning.

2 - A personal essay that is Not Effective presents no coherent story or stories.  It lacks an idea to hold the pieces together.  The introduction or title does not tell the reader the focus, supporting details are missing or unclear and the conclusion is confusing.  Errors in the overall organization, paragraphs, sentences, word choice and mechanics interfere with the meaning. 

1 - A personal essay in which the Errors Block Meaning is unclear, undeveloped, disorganized, confusing, lacks detail and riddled with errors.
