Poem Rubric
6 - A poem that is Exceptional presents a unique, insightful perspective and uses repetition, rhyme, alliteration or other techniques to create a powerful rhythm.  The images, language and figurative language are fresh, powerful and engaging.  The presentation, form and voice fit together seamlessly to achieve the desired purpose.  The poem’s subject matter or meaning is unique and personal to the poet, but universal, allowing a variety of readers to connect to the poem.  The language is concise and the poem often ends powerfully with a twist or a flash of insight.

5 - A poem that is Commendable presents an insightful perspective and uses repetition, rhyme, alliteration or other techniques to create a consistent rhythm.  The images, language and figurative language are creative and engaging.  The presentation, form and voice fit together to achieve the desired purpose.  The poem’s subject matter or meaning is distinctive and personal to the poet, but universal, allowing a variety of readers to connect to the poem.  The language is fairly concise and the poem ends with a twist or a flash of insight.
4 - A poem that is Effective but Flawed presents a clear perspective and uses repetition, rhyme, alliteration or other techniques to create a fairly consistent rhythm.  Some of the images, language and figurative language are creative and engaging.  The presentation, form and voice fit together awkwardly but achieve the desired purpose.  The poem’s subject matter or meaning is personal to the poet, but still allows some other readers to connect to the poem.  The language is wordy and the ending is clear and maintains the focus.

3 - A poem that is Approaches Effective presents a fairly clear perspective and uses repetition, rhyme, alliteration or other techniques awkwardly to create an inconsistent rhythm.  A few of the images, language and figurative language are creative and engaging.  The presentation, form and voice fit together awkwardly distracting from desired purpose.  The poem’s subject matter or meaning is personal to the poet, but not universal and does not allow other readers to connect to the poem.  The language is very wordy and awkward.  The ending is unclear or changes focus.

2 - A poem that is Not Effective lacks voice, unique perspective and insight.  It is predictable and/or rambles aimlessly.  The images, language and figurative language are trite and boring.  The structure and presentaion are rigid or interfere with the purpose.  The subject matter lacks depth or universal appeal.  The poem is wordy and the ending lacks power and insight. 

1 - A poem in which the Errors Block Meaning is unclear, undeveloped, disorganized, confusing, lacks support and riddled with errors.

Poem Rubric2 (Informal)
6 - A poem that is Wow makes me say “Wow” when I read it.  It could be about something that is boring like a shoe but written in a cool way.  I could like it for a lot of different reasons.

5 - A poem that is Cool almost makes me say, “Wow” when I read it.  Instead I say, “Cool.”  It could also be about something that is boring like a shoe but written in a semi-cool way.  I could like it for a lot of different reasons, too.
4 - A poem that is Okay is kind of cool, but part of it is less cool or I don’t quite get it.  Or it might be about something that is not boring like a terrapin, but it’s not written in a cool way.  There could be many different reasons why it’s okay, but only okay.

3 - A poem that is Almost Okay has too many parts that are uncool or I don’t get.  It might have one wow line or idea or be written in an almost semi-cool way, but another part of it sucks.  

2 - A poem that Sucks is written by a loser or is about something I don’t care about.  It makes me say this sucks when I read it and throw it on the floor.  Sometimes it makes me scratch my head and wonder if anybody likes this crap. 

1 - A poem that is Clueless makes me say, “What?!?”  It makes no sense whatsoever and must have been written by a moron.
