	Emotional Impulse
	*What drove the writer to write the poem  (*Start here)


	Title & Opening/On Ramp
	Satisfying, effective and/or concise beginning/Too much beginning


	Form
	The shape of the poem on the page


	Tone
	Mood, manner or style of narration


	Imagery
	The sensory details that help you picture the event(s) of the poem


	Leaps/Stumbles
	Successful jumps/Unsuccessful jumps


	Closure/Off -ramp
	Satisfying ending/Too much ending


	Abstraction
	Generality, lack of clarity or specificity

	Metaphor
	Non-literal comparison/figurative language


	Line-breaks
	Breaks contribute to the rhythm or tone


	Show or Tell
	Presented (good) or merely reported (bad)

	More or Less
	Missing or repetitive/unnecessary information

	Syntax
	The relationship of words & word groups in sentences

	Sentimentality
	Weakly emotional

	Cliches/Banality
	Tired or predictable language or ideas


	Vocabulary
	Consistent & Effective word choice



