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Among Surrealist techniques exploiting the mysiique of
‘accident was a kind of collective collage of words or images
called the cadavre exquis (exquisite corpse). Based on an ol
parlor game, it was played by soveral people, each of whom
would wite & phrase on a shoet of paper, fold the paper o
conceal partof t, and pass it on {0 the next piayer for his
contribution.

“The technique got its name from results obtained in initial
playing, "Le cadavre / exquis  boira / le vin / nouvea" (The
‘exauisite corpse wil drink the young wine). Other examples.
are: "The dormitory of frable It girls puts the odious box
fight* and "The Senegal oyster wil eat e trcolor bread.”
These poeic fragments were fel to reveal what Nicolas Calas
characterized as the "unconscious realfy in the personaiiy of
the group* resulting from a process of what Emst called
“mental contagion.*

At the same time, they represented the transposition of
Lautréamont's classic verbal collage to a collective level, in
effect fulfiling his injunction-— frequently Gted in Surrealist
texts--that "poery must be made by all and not by one.” It was
natural that such oracular truths should be similarly sought
through images, and the game was immediately adapted o
drawing, producing a series of hyorids the firs reproductions of
which are t0 be found in No. 8-10 of La Révolution surealiste.
(October, 1927) without identifcation of their creators. The
‘game was adapted o the possbiliies of drawing, and even
Collage, by assigning a section of a body to each player, though
the Surrealist principle of metaphoric displacement ed to
images that only vaguely resembled the human form.

Source:

asa & SurealstArt” by Willam S. Rubin
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Exquisite Corpse:  Taking a cue from the surrealists (see the back of the page) we will write poems together as a class.  Each person will start and end a poem.

1. Break into groups of eight or nine

2. Each person will start a poem.  Start with some line like either of the ones below.  Everyone writes that line on the top of a blank page

3. Each person writes a second line and folds the paper over to hide the first line.  

4. Pass the paper to the classmate to your right.  

5. He will see only the second line and write a third line.  

6. Then he will fold the page so the next person can see his line only.  

7. That person writes a fourth line, folds and passes.  

8. Continue until the page reaches the person who wrote the first line.

9. First line writers, write the last line

10. Share poems with the group

11. If time allows, repeat with a new starting line.  (You might choose a memorable line from one the poems shared)

Possible first lines

The snail is afraid of the stalks that hold up his eyes

or

The exquisite corpse will drink the young wine

