The Writing Journal

Keeping a journal gives practice in putting experience into words"  -  Pete Hamill
A writing journal is different than a personal diary or a class notebook.   A diary is a personal account of the events of a writer's life, usually in the form of "I did ....," "I felt ...", "I saw...".  A class notebook is full of the information or the "it" of the course.  A journal, in this case a writing journal, is the intersection of the "I" and the "It".  It is where the "I" makes sense of the "It", integrating "It" with the knowledge and experience of the writer.  It may help to think of the journal in terms of the diagram below.
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What is the "It" of the College Writing class?  It is the material presented in class, the experience of trying to think like a writer, being a writer and becoming a better one.  It is translating the experiences of the writer's life into a piece of writing that provokes, entertains or teaches.  Some suggestions for writing journal entries:


• Write or revise drafts of stories, essays, poems or articles



• React to the ideas, policies, theories, assignments and experiences of the class.  


• Use your entries to progress toward your goals by revising entries for more effective descriptions, varied sentences, improved thesis or any other goals.


• Periodically assess your progress toward your goals with concrete examples and change or refine your goals if appropriate.


• Write process entries about the decisions you are making in a piece of writing.  (Use the Writing Protocols sheet for suggestions.)


• After recording an experience, write about why it is significant or what it means to you.


• Analyze a piece of writing that you like to determine what you like about it and how you could use that in your own writing.


• Experiment by writing about an experience from the perspective of another person or third person.


• Experiment with different forms.


• Collect ideas for writing by writing down overheard conversations, interesting events you have witnessed or heard about, phrases you like or story ideas even if they are still very vague.

"Adding what you have learned from an experience or story in a journal 

burns it into your brain."  - Pete Hamill

Criteria For Journal Grades

The following are descriptions of the criteria for grading the journals.  I am looking for thinking, creativity, effort and growth.  The journal assignment is designed to develop skill, confidence and ability to reflect through writing on a regular basis.  My goal is for each writer to take control of her own writing, finding her own topics and assigning herself her own writing and rewriting.

All journals should show evidence of having shared work at least once with a classmate or a conference with the Writing Assistant.  The evidence could be written comments on the paper(s) or a summary of the conference.

A - A well-organized journal of dated and numbered entries ranging from one page to five.  20% more than the required one entry per class session (40 for the quarter).  The writer has made the journal his own.  Many entries go beyond the assignments - asking new questions, finding new answers, playing with the content or form or writing additional drafts.  The writer takes risks, demonstrates thinking, shows substantial improvement (or maintains a high standard.)  The journal has many written comments from a classmate or other reader that demonstrate thoughtful reading.  Journals entries are read on the day they are assigned and journals are handed in on the day they are due.

B - A well-organized journal with at least one dated and numbered entry for each class (33 for the quarter) ranging from one to three pages.  All assigned entries are completed.  Entries ask questions, persist in trying to find answers.  Some entries go beyond the class work and assignments and show clear improvement.  The journal has some written comments from a classmate or other reader that demonstrate careful reading.  Journals entries are read on the day they are assigned and journals are handed in on the day they are due.

C - A fairly well organized journal in which most entries are dated, numbered and fairly long and show a persistent attempt to fulfill the assignment and work toward her goals.  Missing 10% or fewer (29 for the quarter), but show some improvement.  Most assigned entries are completed, but few go beyond the class assignments.  The journal has a few written comments from a classmate or other reader.  Journals entries are usually read on the day they are assigned.  Journals are handed in close to the day they are due.

D - The journal is inconsistently organized and entries are short or missing 10% to 20% (24 to 28 for the quarter).  Many assigned entries are missing.  Most entries are diary entries or written quickly without elaboration.  The writer appears to be going through the motions, shows no improvement and is not in the habit of writing regularly.  The journal has only one short written comment from a classmate or other reader.  Journals entries are usually read on the day they are assigned and journals are handed in more than three days after they are due.

F - The journal is disorganized and missing more than 20% of the entries (23 or less for the quarter).  Entries show little or no effort.  The journal has no written comments from a classmate or other reader.  Journals entries are not read on the day they are assigned and journals are handed in more than five days after they are due

