English Personal Essay Rubric


	
	A
	B
	C
	D
	F

	Title/

Opening
	Grabs the reader

Artful & enticing
	Concise & interesting
	Effective
	Dull but on target

Too broad/Too long
	Ineffective or off target

	Heart/

Personal
	Ahhhh!
	Has a heart
	Familiar but believable
	Too familiar
	Fake essay/Fiction?

Not personal

	Concision/

Focus
	Very concise & to the point
	Concise

Focused
	Fairly concise

Generally focused
	Too wordy in spots

Loses focus in spots
	Too long & boring

Too many stories

Lacks focus

	Sensory Details
	Artful selection of "telling" details
	Many vivid sensory details
	Too many sensory details

Needs a few more
	Too much summary or generalized descriptions
	Generalizations or summary only

	Shows a Change or New Understanding
	Vividly shows a change/understanding


	Shows a change/

understanding


	 Tells & shows some change


	Tells about a change/doesn't show it. 
	No change or new understanding



	Reflective/Thoughtful
	Very insightful reflection
	Thoughtful reflection
	Some reflection
	A story with a tacked-on reflection
	No reflection

Just tells a story

	Realism
	Specific and universal
	Very specific & believable
	Able to relate to it
	Able to relate to some of it
	What?!

Unrealistic

	Conclusion
	Concise & vivid
	Effective                                                       
	Shows & Tells


	Telling-only conclusion
	Missing or ineffective

	Fluency

Mix of Dialogue, Description & Action
	Artful transitions

Concise & rhythmic

Artful mix
	Smooth transitions

Sentences varied

Effective Mix
	Effective transitions

Sentences effective

Generally effective mix
	Awkward transitions

Sentences awkward

Awkward mix
	Transitions missing or ineffective

Sentence run-ons or fragments

Ineffective mix

	Mechanics
	Artful & sophisticated
	Enhance meaning
	Generally correct
	Errors distract
	Interfere w/ meaning
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See paper for comments.


