Timed Writing 

Personal Essay Prompts
DIRECTIONS:
You will have forty-five minutes in class to complete your Writing Sample. Carefully read the writing prompts listed below, choose one and develop a coherent essay.  Feel free to combine the prompts or use an idea of your own as long as you write a personal essay.  Organize your ideas before beginning to write and think about the qualities of good writing we've talked about in class.  Remember the more specific and alive your writing is the more effective it will be.
WRITING PROMPTS:
 A.
Write about a person who has had a significant impact on your life.  Describe or tell the story of a specific moment with that person or show the reader that person doing what they do well. Try to show the impact rather than just tell it.  Feel free to stretch the definition of significant impact (it could be good or bad, life-changing or a small, but important realization) or even of person (a fish?  a cartoon character?  an imaginary friend?)

B.
Write an essay about a challenge or obstacle you have overcome.  Try to show it as a story (how big the obstacle appeared, how you worked your way through it, etc.).  Remember the art is in the telling.  It does not need to be about a life-threatening event.

C.
Write a story that illustrates one of your greatest interests or a story about how you discovered this interest.  Include specific details that will make the story vivid to the reader.

D.
Write about an experience that has had a significant impact on your life.  (Feel free to stretch the definition of experience and play with or explore the idea of impact.)

E.
Write about an object that is important to you or important to a significant person in your life.  Describe the object vividly.  Show yourself interacting with the object.  Show its impact.  Make it a story.  Let the reader see and realize rather than just be told.
F.
Write a personal essay on a topic of your own choosing.  Remember a good personal essay is personal (about you) and an essay (attempting to make sense) and it shows through story and scene rather than just telling and summarizing.   Don't be afraid to weave your reflection throughout the essay rather than save it for the final paragraph.

Directions 

The essay gives you an opportunity to show how effectively you can develop and express ideas. You should, therefore, take care to develop your point of view, present your ideas logically and clearly, and use language precisely. 

Your essay must be written on the lines provided on your answer sheet - you will receive no other paper on which to write. You will have enough space if you write on every line, avoid wide margins, and keep your handwriting to a reasonable size. Remember that people who are not familiar with your handwriting will read what you write. Try to write or print so that what you are writing is legible to those readers. 

You have twenty-five minutes to write an essay on the topic assigned below. DO NOT WRITE ON ANOTHER TOPIC. AN OFF-TOPIC ESSAY WILL RECEIVE A SCORE OF ZERO. 

Think carefully about the issue presented in the following quotations and the assignment below: 

1. Honesty is an important value in every relationship.  Whether interacting with a friend, a roommate, a spouse, a parent, or another loved one, individuals expect others to be honest and feel betrayed when they are deceived.

Adapted from Jennifer Gescheidler, et al., "Deception of Parents during Adolescents.

2. Deception can actually make it easier for people to get along.  In a recent study, for example, one out of every four lies told by participants was told solely for the benefit of another person.  In fact, most lies are harmless social truths in which people pretend to like someone or something more than they actually do ("Your muffins are the best!")

Assignment: Is deception ever justified?  Plan and write an essay in which you develop your point of view on this issue. Support your position with reasoning and examples taken from your reading, studies, experience, or observations.
