The Road to Creaseless Glory

As Lil Flip said in his song Sunshine, “When I pop my collar I make them smile”. For all those people whose preference is to “keep the crease”, you need to reconsider how to wear your polo shirts. Not only does popping the collar separate the real preps from the posers, it shows a person’s individuality and emotion, protects one’s neck, and is more natural. One cannot possibly wear a polo unless the collar is up. It is meant to be popped. 
For one thing, if you wear a polo shirt and neatly fold the collar down, you are seen as a poser. True preps “spend time making sure their collars are always turned up” but they do not want it “to look like they tried too hard.” “They are confident and unafraid to express their own styles and be daring in their fashions.” (urbandictionary) By popping the collar, the real preps are divided from the “wanna-bes”. Why try to be something you are not? If you want to be preppy, the first step is to pop the collar. If you do not want to be seen as a prep, then do not wear a polo shirt at all. There is nothing worse than someone trying to be preppy by wearing a polo, but is too afraid to actually put the collar up. 
When you wear your collar up, you are seen in a different light. The popped collar gives people the image that they have class and are not worthless low-lifes. Designers Ralph Lauren, Lacoste, and Lilly Pullitzer make polo shirts that are bringing the 80’s style back into fashion- layered polo shirts with the popped collar. Preps tend to avoid wearing “revealing garments or sexually explicit messages on their clothing” (urbandictionary). Wearing the collar up makes the person appear to be sophisticated and have a good education, especially since preps are usually associated with country clubs, New England prep schools, and sports such as golf and tennis. It takes courage to pop the collar. 

By popping the collar, people express themselves, and show their individuality since they are doing something that is different; they are going against the grain. Have you ever seen a person whose collar tilts slightly to the left? What about slightly to the right? Does the collar droop all around, or is it stiff as a board? These are all forms of expression that describe the person wearing the polo. There is no wrong way to pop the collar, because each person’s collar is popped slightly differently. If you're in a good mood, wear a stiff collared polo to show your happiness; if you're not feeling well, opt for the floppy collar that is more dismal. 
Not only does the popped collar express who the person is and how he or she is feeling, it can also be used as protection for a person’s neck. For instance, if the collar is worn up, it can keep the sun away, thus preventing serious sunburn on the back of your neck. It also can keep the wind, rain and snow from hitting your neck. It can keep your neck warm when the temperatures drop, yet it does not make you hot in the summer. Have you ever leaned your head against a cold, hard wall as you were trying to fall asleep in one of your classes? Startles you awake, right? Next time pop the collar. Not only will your neck be warmer and cleaner but you will have some cushioning. 
Wearing the collar up can also frame your face. Have you ever wondered why John Lennon, Elvis Presley, Fonzie and other stars wore their collars up? (pop-goes-the-collar) By wearing the collar up, they had something that would easily accent their facial features. You can show off your white teeth and beautiful smile, or even your eyes (which will stand out nicely if you carefully coordinate your polo to match.) 
Aside from everything else, it is just not natural to wear the collar folded down. I get goose bumps at the thought of taking the time to precisely crease the collar of my polo shirts. I could never do it, and never will do it. Think about it. When the polo shirt comes out of the washer and drier, the collar is not creased. In fact, the collar is popped. Therefore, it is unnecessary and needless to fold it down. As my friend, Carley Hartwell said, “We have invented irons and ironing boards to do what? Get the creases out. Now let's be consistent – no creases!” If you take the time to iron your shirts, isn’t it peculiar to iron out all the creases, and then purposely iron one giant crease along the neckline? 

Popping the collar is something everyone should do when wearing a polo shirt, no matter who the person is. You can be a male, a female, a rapper, such as Lil Flip, or even a dog (which Ralph Lauren especially makes polo shirts for) to wear you collar up.  So, don’t keep the crease, just pop the collar. “Once you pop, you can’t stop.” 
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