
Into the Wild Creative Response Rubric

	
	A
	B
	C
	D
	F

	Significance *

(Insight/Essential idea)
	Original insight
Sees heart of story
	Good insight
Reveals an essential idea or feature
	Some insight
Shows fairly important idea

Evidence of analysis
	Accurate summary but lacks depth

Points to surface or fairly trivial understanding
	Insignificant or unclear

	Vividness

(Images, examples, scenes, etc.)
	Lucid and unforgettable
	Very clear and memorable
	Fairly clear and understandable
	Somewhat clear
	Not clear

	Creativity 
	Imaginative Solution/Artfully portrayed
	Many inventive qualities/Interesting form 
	Some inventive qualities/Effective form choice
	Effective but largely imitative
	Unoriginal

Undeveloped

	Craft

(Execution/Skill)
	Ambitious & Artful
	Skillful

Shows much time & care
	Effective but predictable

Shows time, care & effort
	Awkward but generally effective

Shows some time, care & effort
	Little or no craft

First draft/slapped together/ Shows little time & care

	Presentation
(Appearance/Surface/

Mechanics)
	Elegantly presented Enhances meaning 
	Cleanly presented

Few mistakes
	Fairly clean

Errors don't interfere
	Somewhat messy

Errors distract
	Very messy

Errors interfere

	One Page Typed Introduction/

Explanation
	Artfully shows significance, connection to the story and craft decisions
	Clearly shows significance, connection to the story and craft decisions
	Explains key points

Few errors but doesn't address significance, craft or connections
	Describes, but gives no insight

Errors distract, but do not interfere with meaning
	Unclear 

Errors interfere with meaning

Too brief

Summary of story


*Your Creative Response must illustrate or reflect an important theme or essential idea in the story.  That may be (but doesn't have to be) one of the themes discussed in class:

• Father and sonissuess
• The call of the wild/urge to get away from the noise of civilization
• The allure of high risk activities
• Independence/dependence
• Need to be alone vs. need to be connected
• Coming of age in modern America
• Obsessions vs. challenges

	* Your introduction must explain why you picked the form, how it connects to the story & what craft decisions you made.
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