Skeltonic Verse Assignment:  Write a Skeltonic Verse about your position paper issue.

John Skelton (ca. 1460-1529)

Colin Clout 

What can it avail 

To drive forth a snail, 

Or to make a sail 

Of an herrings's tail? 

To rhyme or to rail 

To write or to indite, 

Either for delight 

Or else for despite? 

Or books to compile 

Of divers manners style, 

Vice to revile 

And sin to exile? 

To teach or to preach 

As reason will reach?  

Say this, and say that: 

His head is so fat 

He wotteth never what 

Nor whereof he speaketh; 

He crieth and he creaketh, 

He prieth and he peeketh, 

He chides and he chatters, 

He prates and he patters, 

He clitters and he clatters, 

He meddles and he smatters, 

He glozes and he flatters!  

Or if he speak plain, 

Then he lacketh brain, 

He is but a fool; 

Let him go to school. 

A three-footed stool! 

That he may down sit, 

For he lacketh wit! 

And if that he hit 

The nail on the head, 

It standeth in no stead; 

The devil, they say, is dead, 

The devil is dead!  

It may well so be, 

Or else they would see 

Otherwise, and flee 

from worldly vanity, 

And foul covetousness 

And other wretchedness, 

Fickle falseness, 

Variableness 

With unstableness. 

And if ye stand in doubt 

Who brought this rhyme about 

My name is Colin Clout.
Allen Ginsberg

from "Jumping the Gun on the Sun"

 Sincerity

is the key

to living in

Eternity

If you love

Heav'n above

Hold your ground.

Look around

Hear the sound

of television

No derision.

Smell your blood

taste your good 

bagels & lox

Wash your sox

& touch wood.

It's understood

This is it

wild wit

Make your love

on earth above,

home of the brave.

Save yr grave 

for future days

Present here

nothing to fear

No need to sigh

no need to die

before your time

mentally whine

stupidly dine

on your own meat

That's what's neat

Mortally great

Immortally sweet Incredibly deep

makes you weep

Just this once

Don't be a dunce

Take your cap

off Hear my rap

Sincerity

is the key

to living in

Eternity


