College Writing Short Story Rubric
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	Short Story Elements
	Setting vivid and important 

Characters vivid & engaging 

Conflict clear & Interesting 

Surprising/creative complications

Climax dramatic 

Resolution elegant
	Setting clear & effective 

Characters vivid 

Conflict clear 

Satisfying complications

Climax effective 

Resolution effective 
	Setting clear 

Characters effective 

Conflict clear but too simplified 

Complications/climax adequate but predictable

Resolution adequate
	Setting vague

Characters undeveloped 

Conflict needs to be clearer/developed

Complications/climax undeveloped 

Resolution too brief or too long


	Setting unclear or inappropriate 

Characters vague or unreal 

Conflict vague or missing 

Complications/climax missing 

Resolution unclear or missing

                              

	Description, Action,  & Dialogue
	Descriptions vivid & artful

Actions clear & dramatic

Dialogue engaging and moves story


	Descriptions very clear

Actions specific & clear

Dialogue sounds authentic


	Descriptions generally clear

Actions effective

Dialogue effective


	Descriptions awkward/too brief

Actions too summarized or generalized

Dialogue wooden


	Descriptions unclear or missing

Actions unclear

Dialogue unnecessary or missing



	Organization
	Title, hook, body & ending enhance meaning

Transitions artful


	Title, hook, body & ending effective

Transitions very effective


	Title, hook, body & ending adequate

Transitions effective


	Title, hook, body & ending awkward or needs development

Transitions awkward
	Title, hook, body & ending ineffective

Transitions missing or ineffective



	Language, Sentences  & Paragraphs
	Language, sentences & paragraphs are elegant
	Language, sentences & paragraphs enhance meaning
	Language, sentences & paragraphs generally correct
	Language, sentences & paragraphs awkward
	Language, sentences & Paragraphs interfere with meaning

	Mechanics


	Sophisticated Mechanics
	Mechanics enhance meaning
	Mechanics generally correct
	Mechanical errors distracting
	Mechanical errors interfere


Overall Grade
Title
Date 
See paper for comments.


