College Writing 


Homework Activity: Make a list of 10 possible fresh topics for your position paper.  Next to each item, list examples, arguments, reasons, etc. you might use in each essay
Reading Position Papers Examples in Small Groups
Goal: Clarify the difference between a position paper and a personal essay
Personal Essays: "Spring Ahead: Fall Apart," "Jay Gatsby, Dreamer, Criminal, Jazz Age Rogue, Is a Man for Our Times," & "Clowns: Please, Oh Dear God, Leave Me Alone."
"
Directions:

1. Break into the groups of three.

2. Ask one group member to read "Spring Ahead: Fall Apart" out loud.  

3. Generate a list of how this paper is different from a personal essay.

4. Choose a scribe to put your list on the board.

5. Change scribes and quote-highlighters and repeat steps 2 - 4 for "Jay Gatsby, Dreamer, Criminal, Jazz Age Rogue, Is a Man for Our Times," Note the differences as well as the similarities.

6. Repeat with the "Clowns"
7. Also look for position paper ideas, form ideas and techniques.
8. Choose a group spokesperson and share your lists with the full class.

