Position Paper Introductions

Straight-forward Thesis First
Smokers have become today’s second class citizens.  It is no longer acceptable (and rightly so) to discriminate against people based on nationality, gender, race, handicap or sexual orientation, but smokers have become legitimate, even legal, target.

The Personal Story
Westport advertising executive Evelyn Andrews was arrested April 27 at the Westport train station.  The Vassar educated Mrs. Andrews, a mother of two, faces six months in jail and a $2000 fine.  Her crime?  Smoking a cigarette in a nondesignated area.  Mrs. Andrews was apprehended smoking at 8:05 AM as she waited for her morning train.  She was outside in a well-ventilated area standing at the end of the platform away from the morning crowd.

“I was just trying to grab a quick smoke before the train pulled in,” she said, “because there’s no smoking car on the train anymore.

The Local Angle

The Region 9 decision to study to investigate closing the Joel Barlow Smoking area is just another example of the non-smoking majority mindlessly bullying the smoking minority.

Satire

Recent efforts to end the scourge of cigarette smoking are far short of those necessary.  Smokers must be stopped for their own good before they kill themselves and those around them, before they befoul our air and world.   Of course some smokers will need to be sacrificed – publicly, brutally – as an example for everyone else.

Listing

Barlow pressured to close smoking area.  New York City bans smoking in public restaurants.  All federal buildings are designated as “Smoke Free”.  The headlines are filled with the latest assaults in the war on smoking.

Smokers are People Too
Westport advertising executive Evelyn Andrews was arrested April 27 at the Westport train station.  The Vassar educated Mrs. Andrews, a mother of two, a  faces six months in jail and a $2000 fine.  Her crime?  Smoking a cigarette in a nondesignated area.  Mrs. Andrews was apprehended smoking at 8:05 AM as she waited for her morning train.  She was outside in a well ventilated area standing at the end of the platform away from the morning crowd.

“I was just trying to grab a quick smoke,” she said, “before the train pulled in because there’s no smoking car on the train anymore.”

Mrs. Andrews is just one of a growing number of victims of the growing trend to persecute smokers.  Maryland and New York City has banned smoking in public restaurants. The federal government has instituted “smoke free” workplaces.  Locally Joel Barlow High School is being pressured to close its smoking area.  The headlines are filled with the latest assaults in the war on smoking.  

It is no longer enough to ask a smoker to put her cigarette out; they must be arrested and humiliated.  Smokers have become today’s second class citizens.  It is no longer acceptable ( and rightly so) to discriminate against people based on nationality, gender, race, handicap or sexual orientation, but smokers have become legitimate, even legal, target.

I must say that I am not a smoker so I am not arguing for my own right to smoke.  I am very happy to be an ex-smoker of over ten years.  It was difficult to quit and I wish no one smoked.  But they do and because they do not a justification for treating smokers as stupid, dirty or undeserving of civil rights.  

Granted smoking is a stupid habit. It is costly in money, time and health.  But that does not mean smokers are stupid people.  Smoke, ashes and butts are fairly disgusting but that does not mean smokers are disgusting.  And smoking a cigarette where ever and whenever you want is not a right, but that does not mean smokers have no rights.  

Secondary smoke inhalation is being used as a justifying an ever increasing list of draconian antismoking laws.  Smoking is banned in airline flights of under six hours.  Universities including Temple and Cal Berkeley have banned smoking classrooms, dormitories and offices.  The state of Maryland has banned smoking in virtually all public places.  New York City Local Law 5 bans smoking in restaurants serving more than thirty five people.

Although some opponents argue that the evidence of secondary smoke is less convincing than the Surgeon General would have us believe, it is enough reason for concern and some action.  It justifies separate non smoking and well ventilated smoking areas in work places and municipal buildings.  It would justify restaurant owners to decide to forbid or restrict smoking in their restaurans and individuals to forbid smoking in their homes and cars.  But does not justify deny smokers the right to smoke in a well ventilated clearly marked smoking area. when nonsmoking areas are available.  This is clearly an example of a self righteous majority getting carried away.

Smoking should be discouraged.  We should continue to eduacte and advertise the  dangers of smoking throuigh schools and public awareness campaigns.  We must continue to discourage cigarette advertising and make smoke enders clinics available as a public service.  We must continue to offer smoking areas that infringe on nonsmoking areas.  Smoking is a disgusting habit but it’s not a criminal one.  Let’s save our wrath and our laws for the many behaviors that deserve them.
