English Final Exam
Portfolio Version
A. Portfolio Selections:  Choose a Formal Analysis*, a Personal Essay/Creative Piece, a Writer's Choice and Timed Piece for your new portfolio.  Review the Description of Portfolio Contents handout.  Review your Cumulative Writing Folder, your folder of pieces from this year google drive.  You may choose pieces from this semester or from any writing you've done in the past. Revise pieces as needed.  Each selection must be clean and free of any marks.  (24 minutes – 20 points)
* If you use any papers from a different semester that refer to specific texts, add a Works Cited to the bottom of the last page.  For example:

Works Cited

Collins, Suzanne.  The Hunger Games. Scholastic Press: New York, 2008.
B. Portfolio Letter: Write a reflective portfolio letter that introduces you and your portfolio to a reader who doesn't know you.  For ideas review the writing progress letters, the handouts: the purpose of the letter, Portfolio Letter Rubric, introduction ideas and a possible format. (48 minutes – 40 points).
C. Timed Write: Choose one of these prompts for one additional Time Writing choice (48 minutes – 40 pts) (If you have already picked a good time writing, skip this section.)
Choice 1: Short Story Writing: We have written and read short stories in class.  Attached are examples of The World's Shortest Stories (55 words or less.).  We will read the stories together, discuss how well each uses the elements of a short story (character, setting, conflict, plot, climax and resolution) and then you will chose one or two as models and write one your own.  Notice how each fictional story has a set up and a twist at the end.  Make sure your story has these elements.  You will be graded on effort and how well your story fits in all the elements.  
Choice 2: Reading Response: Read "Popularity" by Adam Bagasarian, "On Turning Ten" by Billy Collins and “Jet" by Tony Hoagland.  Write an essay that focuses on an interesting theme in one or more of the pieces. 
D. Submit your Portfolio: Go to your er9 email account and find an email from MASilverstein on December 23.  Follow instructions on the handout. (8 minutes – 6 points).
E. Course Evaluation: Answer the following in complete sentences and in paragraph form.  Your answer will be evaluated on your effort, your sincerity, your insight and your supporting examples.  (8 minutes 7 points)
What was the most important or useful thing you learned this semester in English?  (Focus on reading, writing, thinking, or learning skills or concepts)  What was the best activity or assignment this semester in English?  Why?  What was the worst?  Why?  What was surprising or interesting about this course? What suggestions do you have for making it better next semester?

F. Self Evaluation: Answer the following in complete sentences and in paragraph form.  Your answer will be evaluated on your effort, your sincerity, your insight and your supporting examples.  (8 minutes 7 points)
What grade do you think you deserve for the quarter?  Justify your answer by reviewing your writing and especially reading achievements, self-assessments, effort, personal growth, contributions to class, use of class time, attendance and punctuality as well as any less positive behaviors.  Be sure to include specific examples of pieces you’ve written and read.
Your Portfolio MUST include a Table of Contents
The Table of Contents will be the first page followed by your Reflective Letter.

The remaining pieces in your portfolio may be in any order you choose.

Be sure to include the category and title of each paper on your Table of Contents. A title is required for all pieces except your letter and your timed writing 

(which may not have had a title when you wrote it in class).
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Description of Portfolio Contents

1.  Table of Contents

2.  A Reflective Letter

This letter, addressed to the portfolio assessors, introduces you and your portfolio. It may describe the process used to create any one of the portfolio pieces, or to create the portfolio. Discuss reasons why you selected each piece, explain the place of writing in your life, chronicle your development as a writer, assess the strengths and weaknesses of your writing, or combine these approaches. Be honest and candid; be yourself. Your letter should give the readers a clearer understanding of you as a writer and as a person. This letter is part of your portfolio and will be included in the assessment.

3.  A Formal Analysis Paper

The formal analysis paper has an objective perspective with an emphasis on sound inquiry. It may be a literary analysis, a position paper, a thesis-based research paper, or analysis from any subject area. It must have a clear thesis, supported with specific examples and a logical conclusion. Even if secondary sources are used, the reader should come away with a strong sense of your position on the text or issue. All secondary sources must be clearly and properly cited and your paper must include a Works Cited page, even if you cite from only one source.
4.  A Personal Essay or Creative Piece

You may choose to include either a personal essay or creative piece, whichever best shows your strength as a writer. The informal essay has a personal perspective. It uses the pronoun "I" and attempts to pull together ideas from a variety of sources, including the author's own experience, to make meaning. It may be humorous or serious and unconventional in structure compared to the formal analysis. It must have a clear focus and provide clear and specific examples and a logical, if tentative, conclusion. A creative piece is writing in a form other than an essay. It must stand on its own and may be in a non-traditional or traditional form such as a poem, short story, play, song, dialogue piece, or a piece of non-fiction prose. 

5.  Writer's Choice

This piece of writing may be in any form the writer chooses. It may be a letter, a newspaper article, technical writing, a science or math paper, or even a second essay or a second creative piece that is different from the first. It provides an opportunity to show your range, so do not put in pieces that are too similar to the first two pieces.  Select a piece that best shows your depth and range as a writer and thinker. 

6.  Timed Writing

A selection made from timed writing exercises completed during your Junior English class. This piece may not be edited, but is presented as written in class 


Your Reflective Letter to the Portfolio Assessors
Your portfolio letter is a personal letter from you to the assessors who will read your portfolio. The purpose of the letter is INTRODUCTION and REFLECTION.

Introduce
YOURSELF - especially as you relate to writing.

This might include what you like to write about, an early memory of writing, a good or bad writing experience, your preferred writing environment, or how you prepare or go about writing.
Introduce YOUR WRITING - especially the pieces in your portfolio.

You might discuss why you selected the pieces, what your choices say about you as a writer, or how you feel about the finished product.

Introduce CREATIVITY and INDIVIDUALITY into your letter.

Use humor — include a personal anecdote.  Consider the use of an original simile or metaphor that compares writing to something else.
Some ways to creatively introduce yourself and your writing are to:

Reflect on your writing strengths and weaknesses.

Reflect on how you learned to write and how you have grown as a writer.

Reflect on what you like and dislike about writing and writing assignments.

Reflect on how you feel about the process of writing and writing in general.

Reflect on your goals for your writing in high school and beyond.

Be honest, be yourself, be sure to set a positive tone. Remember your audience. Your letter is the first piece to be read.  It truly is the assessors’ introduction to you and a reflection on how they may judge you and your portfolio.
Introduce yourself
Transition to portfolio selections

Discuss portfolio selections

(One paragraph for each paper) 
Conclusion

· 
Show yourself doing something you are good at love to do OR

· A personal anecdote about writing OR

· A metaphor for your writing process OR

· Your strengths and weakness as a writer OR

· The story of developing a particular piece of writing
· Show how the thing you love is (or is not) like writing OR

· Use the story or anecdote as a metaphor for your writing OR

· Apply the introduction to the discussion of your pieces
· Write about three strengths of each piece and one weakness OR

· Extend the metaphor for your writing process by showing how it works for each selection

· Return to the story/anecdote/metaphor of you introduction AND

· Wish the reader well/Good reading/Thanks, etc.

*IMPORTANT NOTE: The portfolio letter models, prompts, rubric and the formula above are just meant to give you some ideas about how to start and structure your portfolio letter.  Feel free to break free from the formula above, in the models or in the rubric, as you need to.  The goal is to introduce yourself and your portfolio to a reader who doesn't know you.  It needs to be in a letter format, but otherwise you are free to invent the form and include the content that best suits that purpose for you.

PORTFOLIO LETTER PROMPTS

If you are having trouble starting your portfolio letter, consider using one of the following as the introduction to your portfolio:

1. Write two or three paragraphs about yourself as a writer.  What are your strengths?  What are your weaknesses?  What kinds of writing do you do well?  What kinds of writing are the most difficult?  Use examples of specific writing assignments or pieces of writing from this year (or another year) to illustrate.

2. In two or three paragraphs tell a story of a time your writing went well or tell about a good writing memory/experience.

3. In two or three paragraphs tell a story of a time your writing didn't go well or tell about a bad writing memory/experience.

4. In two or three paragraphs tell about something you do well.  Include a story.

5. Create a metaphor that illustrates your writing process.  (Writing for me is like raking leaves.  Or writing for me is like swimming the 200-meter freestyle.)  Extend it to show how the metaphor works from generating writing to drafting to revising to editing and publishing, and/or how it works when the writing goes well and when it doesn't.
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Partially complete portfolios will not be accepted!!!
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