English Final Exam

Writing, Reading and Evaluations
A. Short Story Writing 

We have written and read short stories in class.  Attached are examples of The World's Shortest Stories (55 words or less.).  We will read the stories together, discuss how well each uses the elements of a short story (character, setting, conflict, plot, climax and resolution) and then you will chose one or two as models and write one your own.  Notice how each fictional story has a set up and a twist at the end.  Make sure your story has these elements.  You will be graded on effort and how well your story fits in all the elements.  (48 minutes – 40 pts.)
B. Reading Response: (48 minutes – 40 pts) 
B.1: Read "Popularity" by Adam Bagasarian, and answer the attached CAPT-like questions.  See a definition of good literature on the back of this page. 
Or
B.2: Read "Popularity" by Adam Bagasarian, "On Turning Ten" by Billy Collins and “Jet" by Tony Hoagland.  Write an essay that focuses on an interesting theme in one or more of the pieces.  

C. Course Evaluation: Answer the following in complete sentences and in paragraph form.  Your answer will be evaluated on your effort, your sincerity, your insight and your supporting examples.  (12 minutes 10 points)
What was the most important or useful thing you learned this semester in English?  (Focus on reading, writing, thinking, or learning skills or concepts)  What was the best activity or assignment this semester in English?  Why?  What was the worst?  Why?  What was surprising or interesting about this course? What suggestions do you have for making it better next semester?

D. Self Evaluation: Answer the following in complete sentences and in paragraph form.  Your answer will be evaluated on your effort, your sincerity, your insight and your supporting examples.  (12 minutes 10 points)
What grade do you think you deserve for the quarter?  Justify your answer by reviewing your writing and especially reading achievements, self-assessments, effort, personal growth, contributions to class, use of class time, attendance and punctuality as well as any less positive behaviors.  Be sure to include specific examples of pieces you’ve written and read.
Respond to "Popularity" by Adam Bagdasarian: Write a response to each prompt below. Each response should be about half a typed page.
1. What are your thoughts and questions about the story? You might reflect on the characters, their problems, the author use of symbolism, the title or other ideas in the story.

2. Look at the following quotes from the story and choose one you think represents an important theme. Explain what you think the quotation mean as it relates to elements of the story such as character or theme.

a. "…then one morning I woke up to find this happy democracy had devolved into a monarchy of kings, queens, dukes, duchesses, lords and ladies" p45

b. "I knew that I must either step forward now, or retreat forever to a life of bitter companions and three-leaf clovers" pp45-46

c. "I did not know then that popularity has a life span and that Mitch's was about to run out." p47

d. "And I did not trust one of them, because I knew then I was standing on sand…" p49

3. What does the story say about people in general? In What ways does it remind you of people you have known or experiences you have had? You may also write about stories or books you have read, movies, works of art, or television programs you have seen. Use examples from the story to explain your thinking.

4. How successful was the author in creating a good piece of literature? Use examples from the story to explain your thinking. (Good literature is well crafted, creative or original, about something important and/or stands the test of time.)
Good Literature can be hard to define, but it tends to be creative or original, well crafted, about something important and, if old enough, able to stand the text of time. That last condition can be especially helpful. For any story ask the question: will people still be reading this 20 or 50 years from now and finding it a valuable read?

