PReviewed with the Feature Article
Be Proud of Your Title:  Marquee it!  Put it in bold and give it some room with an extra return.

Try to Lead with Quotes.  Keep the focus on the interviewee:  Lead with the interviewee's words rather than the question.  Identify the speaker at the first natural pause.  Also take yourself out of the article when possible.  Let the reader see and hear without having to look over your shoulder.  

"I was 12 or 13," Damon Greis paused to recount and then shrugged.  "Seventh grade may be when the first house burned down."  He shook his head, leaned back and sighed.  "We lost everything." Twenty-three-year-old Damon was recounting the first of two houses he's lived in that have burned to the ground.  "Except my bike. I'd left it in the yard overnight.""  He smiled briefly before frowning again and giving his brown hair another shake.  "Everybody survived that time."

Add More Description of the Speaker and the Environment: Give the reader a picture to go with the sound.

My father sits across the room in a plush, crimson-colored chair, looking worn out.  His tie is slightly off center and his head is tipped backwards.  "So what do ya want to know, kid?"

Get Some Physical Description in Early:  Give the reader an accurate picture of the speaker early to avoid a distracting correction by the reader later on.  Add other bits of description as you go to make it vivid for a reader.
Punctuation for Dialogue: Remember the punctuation goes inside the quotes.  That's inside the quotes.  Inside?  Yes, inside.  Inside!

Mixing in Action and/or Description into the Attributions:  To avoid some of the repetitions of "he said" over and over, you can mix in actions or descriptions next to the quote instead.  A sentence or two of physical description can go a long way to make the speaker and scene more vivid to the reader.  Be careful not to overuse this technique.  And remember that once you set the rhythm of who is speaking (and change paragraphs when you change speakers) often the dialogue alone can carry the scene.  When you feel like adding ellipses to show a pause, use a description or action instead.

Potentially Repetitious 


"What's that?" she asked.

"Those are the artist's names," I said.

"What's that?" she asked.

"That one says EMIT," I said

"What's that?" she asked.

"I don't know," I said.  "It's a design, I guess."


More varied and vivid 


"What's that?" my three-year-old daughter asked, pointing to the wall.

"It's graffiti," I said.  "Those are the artist's names."

"What's that?" Erin asked again.

"That one says EMIT."

"What's that?" she asked, smiling now as she gained momentum.

"I don't know," I said, cocking my head to figure it out.  "It's a design I guess."

When to Correct your Interviewee's Grammar:  Most people use more informal grammar when they speak.  Unless incorrect or colloquial grammar illustrates something important about your interviewee's character, personality or state of mind, you may "formalize" the grammar when you put the spoken words into print.  Sometimes writers cast aspersions on a subject by reciting his or her words verbatim or by writing sic after an error.  While technically correct, this can be underhanded way of denigrating your subject.

