2/5/19

Collection #1

College Writing Journal Assignments: Collection #1: 10 entries: Due 2/13
Week of 2/11
2/12: (#10) Choose one of your essay starts and continue it for 20-minutes. Or start an essay on a new topic. Number your out-of-class entries and asterisk one entry you want me to read. Staple the assignment sheet (Journal#1) in your journal and check off completed assignments. I will also read your goals and one other entry. Due Wednesday, 2/13.

Week of 2/4
2/7: (#9) Use the process of completing the writing sample to reflect on your strengths, challenges, and best practices as a writer. What was difficult? What worked? What didn’t? Use this experience as a starting place to write about the conditions in which you do your best writing and your worst.
2/6: (#8) Reread and revise your personal essay draft. Build on the surprises and trim the dead ends. (But don’t cut the shifters or signs of a brain at work.) Substitute, Take out, Add or Rearrange (STAR) as needed. If you are satisfied with what you wrote in class, pick a random word and freewrite for 20 minutes.
2/5: (#7) Revise your five goals for variety (skill, product, process, mechanical or attitude goals) Or choose one of your essay starts and continue it for 20-minutes. Or start an essay on a new topic. Send me an email with your five goals.
2/4: (#6) Write five writing goals for yourself for the quarter. Write down two or three things you will do to achieve each goal. We will share the goals tomorrow.

Week of 1/28
1/31: (#5) Write five detailed descriptions starting with “I see…”  or “I saw….” (Sensory Desc).  Use the other senses (sounds, smells, textures, tastes), but do not use metaphor or interpretation.
1/29: (#4) Write a poem using reusable poem ideas, form ideas and techniques from “My Physics Teacher” and/or “This is just to say.“
1/28: (#3) Write five detailed descriptions starting with “I see…”  or “I saw….” (Sensory Desc).  Use only visual descriptions and do not use metaphor or interpretation.

Week of 1/23
1/24: (#2) Start a new freewrite with the surprising line(s) you shared in class today. Write for 12-15 minutes. Buy a journal and three-ring binder.  Send me an email at JPowers [at] region9ps [dot] org and say hello.
1/23: (#1) Intensive Freewrite: Write for ten minutes about “Sharing a room.” Keep the pen moving. Accept every detail. When you get bored, move to a new subject.

Key:
√+: Excellent entry
√: Entry complete
√-: Too short/incomplete
?: Entry missing

Criteria For Journal Grades
The following are descriptions of the criteria for grading the journals.  I am looking for thinking, creativity, effort and growth.  The journal assignment is designed to develop skill, confidence and ability to reflect through writing on a regular basis.  My goal is for each writer to take control of her own writing, finding her own topics and assigning herself her own writing and rewriting.

All journals should show evidence of having shared work at least once with a classmate or a conference with the Writing Assistant.  The evidence could be written comments on the paper(s) or a summary of the conference.

A - A very well-organized journal of dated and numbered entries ranging from one page 9 X 7 page to five.  20% more than the required one entry per class session (33 for the quarter).  The writer has made the journal his own.  Many entries go beyond the assignments - asking new questions, finding new answers, playing with the content or form or writing additional drafts.  The writer takes risks, demonstrates thinking, shows substantial improvement (or maintains a high standard.)  The journal has many written comments from a classmate or other reader that demonstrate thoughtful reading.  Journals entries are ready on the day they are assigned and journals are handed in on the day they are due.

B - A well-organized journal with at least one dated and numbered 9 X 7 page entry for each class (27 for the quarter) ranging from one to three pages.  All assigned entries are completed.  Entries ask questions, persist in trying to find answers.  Some entries go beyond the class work and assignments and show clear improvement.  The journal has some written comments from a classmate or other reader that demonstrate careful reading.  Journals entries are ready on the day they are assigned and journals are handed in on the day they are due.

C - A fairly well organized journal in which most entries are dated, numbered and fairly long and show a persistent attempt to fulfill the assignment and work toward her goals.  Missing 10% or fewer (24 for the quarter), but show some improvement.  Most assigned entries are completed, but few go beyond the class assignments.  The journal has a few written comments from a classmate or other reader.  Journals entries are usually ready on the day they are assigned.  Journals are handed in close to the day they are due.

D - The journal is inconsistently organized and entries are short or missing 10% to 20% (21 to 23 for the quarter).  Many assigned entries are missing.  Most entries are diary entries or written quickly without elaboration.  The writer appears to be going through the motions, shows no improvement and is not in the habit of writing regularly.  The journal has only one short written comment from a classmate or other reader.  Journals entries are usually ready on the day they are assigned and journals are handed in three or more days after they are due.

F - The journal is disorganized and missing more than 20% of the entries (20 or less for the quarter).  Entries show little or no effort.  The journal has no written comments from a classmate or other reader.  Journals entries are not ready on the day they are assigned and journals are handed in more than five days after they are due.
