Suggestions from Quarter 3 Self-Assessment
Suggestions for Class
· do more editing where we share our essay in a small group and edit right on the document. 

· set topics for the free writes like rewriting fairy tales, or writing about a dream that you had

· work a bit more with groups.

· discount the grade for sharing your work with others.
· incorporate texts, speeches, movies and other types of media analysis.

· the journal entries should be less of a portion in the final grade for next quarter
· add a group position paper

· I would suggest not having people share their writing or parts of their writing out loud 4 unless they wanted to because I think most people were just writing something that they could read outloud, instead of something they actually wanted to write.

· we should really do even more reading of examples and showing what they did just right to help our own writing even more later on.

· focus more on dialogue in writing and also how to craft strong intros for beginning, middle, and end type stories

· we should talk to the person sitting next to us to gather ideas and then have a full class discussion
· do more in class teaching, on structure

Suggestions for Writing Feedback
· be specific when giving or asking for feedback because it helps so much more when there is something to specifically focus on while editing. (Don’t just say “Shoe don’t tell.”)
· Let us choose our own groups

· try to include feedback on possibilities for a student’s writing. For example, if a student writes a decent personal essay on the happiness of sleeping in their childhood bunk bed, encourage them to use those images in another essay on the benefits of sleep.
· more feedback of different ways I can incorporate my thoughts and n the structure of my papers.
· Give more tailored feedback for each students different style of writing
· more feedback directed at our goals.
· do the group revisions online and share everyone’s documents with one another.
· Don’t not just to make a suggestion, but to also show an example so I know exactly what people mean in their comments
· we should be able to pick who we work with, so that we feel more comfortable sharing our writing.
Reviewed with the Self-Evaluation
· Put your name on shared papers and shared folders.  Share so I can edit
· Be methodical & hit all the points:  On an assignment this structured make sure you use the terms from the Scoring Guidelines ("volunteer", "help others", "significant progress", etc.).  Words like "pretty good" and "okay" don't mean anything unless you put those terms in some context.  (You could spell out your levels: "I will use the terms Zowie, Cool, Okay & Bummer to assess my progress.")  Don't rely on the reader to figure out what you mean.  To earn the points you must cite a "least favorite or least useful" part of the website, make a suggestion for improvement and state clearly how many pieces are attached to demonstrate your goals progress.

· Give specific examples:  It's too easy to sound like you're lying in this type of assessment.  Counter this with as many specific examples as you can provide.  Instead of writing, "I always helped others by giving good advice," write, "I helped Ted find a title for his trade school essay."  Mention specific pieces for each goal and point to specific examples in the text or creation of those pieces.    Don't say most or a lot: say 90% or 32.

· Just assess, don't explain:  Don't begin with an introduction explaining why class participation in general is important; just assess your own class participation.  Don't introduce or explain your goals, just assess them. Be concise; more is not better.
· Use the models and follow the format:  For clarity, state and evaluate each goal separately.  State whether you have five pieces (or four or three) that demonstrate your progress and attach them to the back of the evaluation.  Give yourself a grade at the conclusion of each section.  Remember your Overall Grade is 50% Progress Toward Goals, 25% Journal and 25% Class participation.

· Attach an example for each of the five goals:  That's five total.  And state how many examples you have attached. And provide links.
· Meet the deadlines/Write each section the night it’s assigned:  Write the pieces when assigned as journal entries.  The Self-Evaluations completed early are almost always twenty points or more better than those handed in late.  This works even for students giving themselves a lower grade in the course.  The final will have a five point per calendar day penalty for lateness.
· Writing Good Goals: Make your goals more specific to make them easier to achieve and assess.  Feel free to change your goals when you think of better ones.  (For better-transition goals try using the same key word in the last sentence of one paragraph and the first sentence of the next.  For better-vocabulary goals try Word-of-the-Day (Week?) websites to find good words and use the words in your journal and conversations.)  And make sure they are writing goals.
· Spellcheck all typed assignments:  Be careful not to choose defiantly from the spellcheck list when you mean definitely.  (I have defiantly improved.)  Also 1.5 space.  But don't be a slave to spellcheck.  (For instance Word's dictionary thinks "spellcheck” is misspelled.)

· Assess each goal in a separate paragraph:  Following the goal with the assessment (significant, satisfactory, fair or very poor) seems to help you remember to assess.

