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16  SUDDEN FICTION

“I just thought you might like to know where you are,” the waiter
said.

“1f there is one thing I cannot tolerate,” my father said, “it is an
impudent domestic. Come on, Charlie.”

The fourth place we went to was Italian. “Buon giomo,” my father
said. “Per favore, possiamo avere dus cocktail americani, forti, forti. Molto
gin, poco vermut.”

“] don't understand Italian,” the waiter said.

“Oh, come off it,” my father said. “You understand Italian, and
you know damned well you do. Vogliamo due cocktail americant. Subito.”

‘The waiter left us and spoke with the captain, who came over
10 our table and said, “I'm sorry, sir, but this table is reserved.”

“All right,” my father said. “Get us another table.”

«All the tables are reserved,” the captain said.

“I get it,” my father said. “You don't desire our patronage. Is that
it? Well, the hell with you. Vada all’ inferno. Let’s go, Charlie.”

“] have to get my train,” I said.

“P'm sorry, sonny,” my father said. “I'm terribly sorry.” He put
his arm around me and pressed me against him. “I'll walk you back
to the station. If there had only been time to go up to my club.”

«That's all right, Daddy,” 1 said.

“T'll get you a paper,” he said. “T'll get you a paper to read on
the train.”

Then he went up 1o a newsstand and said, “Kind sir, will you
be good enough to favor me with one of your goddamned, no-good,
ten-cent afternoon papers?” The clerk turned away from him and
stared at a magazine cover. “Is it asking too much, kind sir,” my
father said, “is it asking too much for you to sell me one of your
disgusting specimens of yellow journalism?”

“] have to go, Daddy,” said. “It’s late.”

“Now, just wait a second, sonny,” he said. “Just wait a second.
I want to get a rise out of this chap.” '

“Goodbye, Daddy,” I said, and 1 went down the stairs and got
my train, and that was the last time 1 saw my father.
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it begins and ends in the same place; o
two of the characters are a parent and a child;

at Jeast one scene takes place in a restaurant;
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